
Selective Abortion and female infanticide 

At a meeting of the religious of different communities in Geneva on Sunday, November 6, I 

showed a film. The theme of the meeting was: "Women in a world of insecurity." The film 

showed five different forms of discrimination against women (sex selective abortion and 

female infanticide, female genital mutilation, domestic violence, human trafficking and rape 

in time of war). The film was released by the DCAF Center (Democratic Control of Armed 

Forces). 

 

I propose the theme of selective abortion and female infanticide for our reflection in this 

month of December.  This is practice in some countries such as the India, China, Pakistan 

and Bangladesh where the male child is preferred to the female. The birth of a daughter may 

even be regarded as a disgrace, and India, more, as a financial disaster, since the parents 

must pay a high dowry for her to marry, despite the fact that the payment of dowries was 

prohibited 30 years ago. Equality is written in the law, but is not respected in practice. Sex- 

selective abortion is a reality among both rich and poor and among those of all levels of 

education. It is estimated to have been the cause of the deaths of  10 million female fetuses 

in the past 20 years. 

 

According to UNICEF female infanticide is defined 

as murder of a girl in the first weeks of her birth. It 

is a brutal form of  family planning in some 

societies, where the boy is valued higher than the 

girl. Methods to end the life of baby girls vary. 

Since the 1980s, many parents select by 

ultrasound and abortion, to give birth to boys.  But 

post-natal infanticide has not completely 

disappeared: today, in rural  India, there are still 

babies girls poisoned or crushed. In addition,  voluntary neglect of girls (lack of care 

and food) explains why girls have an infant mortality rate far higher to that of boys. 

 

Christmas arrives and we will sing: "A child is born." Jesus is born in Bethlehem. This baby 

will be persecuted, also; but for different reasons that the millions of girls and women today. 

He will respect the dignity of every woman whom He will meet during his lifetime.    

 

Let us pray that the lives of all women to be respected before and after birth, and during 

their lifetime. 
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• Violence against women 

• Selective abortion and female infanticide 

• Female genital mutilation 

• Domestic  violence 

• Human Trafficking 

• Rape in time of war 

 


